Carol Marie Leuthold
Leuthold Dairy Farm

November 16, 2009

Edwin & Jo Lee IIT
1617 NW Albany Ave
Bend, OR 97701-3107

Dear Edwin & Jo,

Five generations of our family have worked at our Tillamook dairy. It’s our life and our business. Milk
prices are plunging and it’s harder than ever to keep our business afloat. We're worried that the new,
permanent tax increases legislators passed in June will hurt our farm and the families it supports. Please join
me in voting NO on Measures 66 and 67, which permanently raise business and personal income taxes in the
middle of the worst recession since the Great Depression.

Economists estimate these tax increases will cost 70,000 Oregonians their jobs. With entire families out
of work, we can’t afford taxes that will cost more jobs. I can’t vote to send more pink slips to Oregonians.

Legislators say their plan only taxes the rich. They’re wrong. We’ll all end up paying more for groceries,
gas, and other services, and that will impact all Oregonians, especially the poor. Facing higher taxes, small
businesses like ours would be forced to lay off workers, reduce wages and benefits, or close their doors.

Worse yet, the higher taxes would be retroactive to January 1, 2009. No money to cover this increase has
been withheld from Oregonians’ paychecks in all of 2009. Retroactive tax bills will hurt businesses, too.

Despite the bleak economy, Measure 67 would tax businesses up to $100,000 a year, even if they didn’t
make a profit. This tax increase will make Oregon’s corporate minimum (the tax on the sales of businesses
that don’t make profits) 20 times higher than New York — the nation’s highest. The personal income tax
increase also adds to business taxes — 66% of Oregonians who will be impacted by the Measure 66 tax
increase are small business owners that report their business income on their personal tax returns.

State government has not tightened its beit like the rest of us. We should not send more money to Salem
until the state can get its spending under control. It bothers me that the $733 million in new taxes will help
fund the $258 million budgeted for state employee salary increases. Instead of pinching pennies like the rest of
us, legislators increased overall state spending by $4.7 billion — 9% higher than the previous budget, and raised
taxes and fees by almost $2 billion.
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is already falling on Oregon small businesses like mine. EvenPrmdentObamasaldmanNBCmm'mwthm
August, “The last thing we want to do is raise taxes during the middle of a recession.”

Help me send legislators a message that veters already have rejected job-killing income tax increases
twice before. No means no! Please vote NO on Measures 66 and 67.

Sincerely,

(ol

Carol Marie Leuthold
Leuthold Dairy Farm — Tillamook

1 worked with Oregonians Against Job-Kifling Taxes to share my thoughts with you in this letter.



